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XIII.— Notes on a second Collection of Birds made by Mr. W. 
D. Cumming at Fao,in the Persian Gulf. By R. Bowpier 
Suarre, F.L.S., &c., Zoological Department, British 
Museum. 


Tue collection which I now describe was sent to the British 
Museum some time ago by my excellent correspondent, 
Mr. W. D. Cumming. Considerable delay has taken place in 
the preparation of this paper, owing to the pressure of other 
official work, and also to the necessity of having the Passeres, 
the bulk of which were carbolized, carefully prepared before 
identification. This work has been done for the Museum by 
Mr. Cullingford, of Durham, and the collection of skins from 
Fao is now one of the most valuable of the recent contribu- 
tions to the Collection. _ 

An interesting addition to the present donation was the 
collection of birds’ eggs which accompanied it. My readers 
wiil be glad to know that among these are eggs of the rare 
Hypocolius ampelinus, of which a figure has recently been 
given in the ‘ Proceedings of the Zoological Society ’ (P. Z. S. 
1890, pl. xv.). Mr. Cumming, it will be remembered, was 
the donor of the living example of this valuable bird now 
` in the Society’s Menagerie. 

I have referred to my former paper in the ‘ Ibis’ for 1886, 
and also to Mr. Blanford’s ‘ Eastern Persia,’ and other well- 
known works. 


1. CIRCUS MACRURUS (Gm.) : Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 476. 
No. 54. Young male, Oct. 9th, 1886. 


2. Circus #rvucinosus (L.): Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. i. 
p. 69; Blanf. East. Persia, p. 110. 

55. Young male, Oct. 15th, 1886. Wing 15:2. 

65. Young female, Oct. 29th, 1886. Wing 16-1. 

The male is much darker than the female, and of a blackish 
chocolate, with a fawn-coloured head and throat. 


3. BUTEO DESERTORUM (Daud.) : Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 476. 
Female, Sept. 14th, 1886. [Migrating in great numbers 
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from Arabia, passing up along the bank of the river in a 
north-west direction. | 


4, Bureo rerox (Gm.): Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. i. 
p. 176. 

Young male, Oct. 11th, 1886. [Iris a mixture of yellow 
and brown. Bill black at tip, plumbeous at the base. Gape 
yellow. Tarsi and toes yellow. Cere and orbits greenish 
yellow. | 


5. Pernis aprvorus (L.) : Sharpe, Ibis, 1876, p. 476. 

A young bird, inclinmg to white underneath, broadly 
streaked with brown. [Bill and claws black ; cere, gape, 
legs, and toes yellow. Shot among the date-trees at Fao, 
Sept. 23rd, 1886. | 


6. Fatco communis, Gm.: Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. i. 
p- 376. 

g ad., Fao, Jan. 1887. 

ọ ad., Fao, Dec. 1886. 

The male has a white face, but the female is of the ordinary 
type. 


7. Fatco FELDEGGII, Schl.: Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. i. 
p. 389. 

An immature female of the Lanner Falcon, Aug. 80, 1886. 

[I named this bird F. peregrinus on the authority of 
a Persian Shikari, who calls it Bahri, which, according to 
Blanford, is the name for F. peregrinus. To me it appears 
larger in the wing-measurements (1313) than those given 
for the Peregrine in the few books at my disposal, and it 
also wants the dark head. | 


8. Farco sussurro (L.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 477. 
Adult, Fao, Oct. 12th, 1886. [Shot among large date- 
trees. | 


9. CERCHNEIS TINNUNCULUS (L.): Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. 
Mus. i. p. 425. — ~ 

g juv., Sept. 22nd, 1886. 

Q ad., Oct. 9th, 1886. 
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10. AQUILA cLanGa, Pall.: Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. i. 
p. 248. - . = 

A young bird. [Shot by my collector, Kaldoo Asaf. Two 
seen together. | 


11. Srurnus vurcanrts, L.: Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. xiii. 
ac 

Three specimens shot on the 10th of November. These 
birds are decidedly small, and the tips of the feathers are 
pure white. They match the birds from Morocco, which are 
also extraordinarily white on the breast in winter. They 
further belong to the purple-throated form of S. vulgaris, 
and from their small size and the other characters I have 
indicated I believe that they represent a small Mediterraneo- 
Persian race of Starling which may migrate east and west. 
It will be interesting if Mr. Cumming will investigate the 
history of the Starlings of the Persian Gulf. 


12. ORIOLUS GALBULA, L.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 477. 
Two adult females, Sept. 10th. 


_ 18. Passer pomesticus, L.: Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. 
xii. p. 307 (1888) ; Oates, ed. Hume’s Nests & Eggs Ind. B. 
“ii. p. 159. 

Eight eggs sent by Mr. Cumming are of a very light 
pattern, being white, with pale spots of greyish brown or 
‘inky black, in both cases the spots being very minute. - 


14. Passer . FLAVICOLLIS (Frankl.): Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, 
ip. 486. 

Gymnorhis flavicollis, Oates, ed. Hume’s Nests & Eggs 
id, B. ii. p. 157. 
‘ Mr. Cumming sends three different types of egg for this 
Sparrow. One of these is distinctly Sparrow-like, being 
dusky brown, with scarcely any whitish ground-colour, and 
thickly mottled with purplish brown; axis 0°7-0°8, diam. 
0°55. The second type has a greenish-white ground, with 
numerous well-defined spots of olive-brown, and likewise 
thickly mottled with ashy grey, particularly towards the larger 
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end; axis 0°7-0°75, diam. 0°55. The third type of egg (three 
sent) is so different that, but for Mr. Cumming’s careful 
identifications, I should have put them down as the eggs of 
a Flycatcher of some sort. They are pinkish white, 
numerously but not very distinctly mottled with spots of 
pale reddish brown ; axis 0°75, diam. 0°55. 


15. CALANDRELLA BRACHYDACTYLA (Leisl.): Sharpe, Cat. 
B. Brit. Mus. xin. p. 580. 

An adult male was shot by Mr. Cumming on the 25th of 
September. 


16. ALAUDULA MINOR (Cab.): Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. 
xiii. p. 588. 

Two female specimens are in Mr, Cumming’s last col- 
lection, but the exact date of their capture is not recorded. 
This is one of the most interesting species represented in the 
series, and the range of this Lark to the eastward is thus 
greatly extended. 


17. GALERITA cristata (L.): Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. 
xiii. p. 626; id. Ibis, 1886, p. 487. 

The specimens sent by Mr. Cumming belong to the sandy- 
‘coloured race of Crested Lark which ranges from Asia Minor, 
through Persia, to the plains of India and thence to Northern 
China, 


18. MOTACILLA ALBA, L.: Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. x. 
p. 464; id. Ibis, 1886, p. 486. 

Adult and young birds in winter plumage. Shot on the 
marsh at the back of the Telegraph Buildings, October 14th 
‘and December 14th. 


19. MOTACILLA MELANOPE, Pall.: Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. 
‘Mus. x. p. 497. 
An adult in winter plumage. 


20. ANTHUS CAMPESTRIS (L.) : Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. 
x. p. 569. 

A female, shot on the desert at the back of the date- 
forest. 
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21. ANTHUS SPIPOLETTA (L.): Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. 
x. p. 592. 
A specimen in winter plumage, without date. 


22. Hypoconius aMPELINUS, Bp.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, 
p 477. . 

Mr. Cumming sends sixteen eggs of this curious bird, but 
these afford very little help towards locating the genus 
Hypocolius in the natural system. As described by Mr. 
Cumming (‘Ibis,’? 1886, p. 479), the eggs are “glossy 
leaden white, with leaden-coloured blotches and spots to- 
wards the larger end, sometimes forming a ring round the 
larger end, and at times spreading over the entire egg.” 
Count Salvadori has suggested to me that the affinities of 
Hypocolius might be found with the Cumpophagide, especi- 
ally with such forms as Chlamydochera; but so far as the 
eggs go, they appear to indicate Hypocolius as an aberrant 
Shrike, and this will, I fancy, turn out to be its proper 
position in the system. 


23. Lanius minor, Gm.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 484. 
Three immature birds. August 14th, 19th, and 24th. 


24. Lanrus avricutatus, Müll.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, 
p. 485. 
An adult male, August 31st. 


25. Lanius nusicus, Licht.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 485. 
Two young birds and a male in moult, passing from the 
young plumage to that of the adult, September 10th. 


26. LANIUS COLLYRIO, L.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 485. 
An adult and a young male, August 30th. 


27. AEDON FAMILIARIS (Ménétr.): Oates, Faun. Brit. Ind., 
Birds, 1. p. 351. 

Sylvia familiaris, Seeb. Cat. B. Brit. Mus. v. p. 36. 

Nos. 10, 11, 12. Adult birds, August llth, 14th, and 
20th.. a 

One of these specimens is very curiously marked, the 
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centre tail-feathers being rufous, washed irregularly with 
brown, unlike the other two specimens, which have the two 
centre tail-feathers brown. 

The eggs sent by Mr. Cumming vary from the type of a 
Whitethroat to that of a Reed-Warbler. The ground-colour 
is white or greenish white, with minute freckles and spots of 
brown, collected somewhat at the larger end. Some have 
distinct underlying spots of grey, whilst others are thickly 
mottled with spots of greenish brown, collected at the larger 
end of the egg. 


28. ACROCEPHALUS STREPERUS (V.): Seebohm, Cat. B. 
Brit. Mus. v. p. 102; Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 482. 
No. 14. Obtained on the 20th of August. 


_ 29. Hypotais tancuipa (H. & E.): Seebohm, Cat. B. 
Brit. Mus. v. p. 80. 

Nos. 4, 6. Two males, shot among small date-trees on 
the 27th and 28th of August: 


30. SYLVIA CINEREA, Bechst.: Seebohm, Cat. B. Brit. 
Mus. v. p. 8; Oates, Faun. Brit. Ind., Birds, i. p. 395. 
No. 6. A young male, August 27th. 


31. SytviA CURRUCA (L.): Seebohm, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. 
v. p. 16. 
No. 16. A bird in autumn plumage, August 16th. 


` 82. Syivia mysTACEA, Ménétr.: Seebohm, t. c. p. 20; 
Sharpe, Trans. Linn. Soc. (2) v. part 3, p. 71. 

No. 15. An adult bird, but having the black cap rather 
ill-defined on the nape. This. is the Sylvia rubescens of 
Blanford, ‘ Eastern Persia,’ ii. p. 77, pl. xii. 


33. PHyLioscorts TROCHILUS (L.) : Seebohm, Cat. B. Brit. 
Mus. v. p. 56; Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 481. | 

Nos. 5, 17. Adult and young in autumn, Sept. 14th. 

34, CETTIA ORIENTALIS, Tristr.: Oates, Faun. Brit. Ind., 
Birds, i. p. 441. l l = 

No. 18. An adult specimen, Nov. 4th. 
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35. Burnesta LEPIDA (Blyth): Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. 
vii. p. 211. 

A young bird in winter plumage, Nov. 11th. 

Two clutches of eggs are sent, one of five, and the other 
of three. They both have the ground-colour pale greenish 
white ; but in the first clutch the reddish spots are thickly 
sprinkled over the egg, especially at the larger end, whereas 
in the second clutch they are much finer and not of so deep 
a rufous colour. 


36. Scorocerca INQUIETA (Riipp.): Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. 
Mus. vii. p. 213. 

I have not seen any birds of this species from fins but 
Mr. Cumming has sent eleven eggs, six in one clutch, and 
five in the other. They are white or creamy buff, with distinct 
inky black spots regularly distributed over the whole egg, with 
some minute, faintly indicated underlying dots of grey. 


37. MERULA MERULA (L.): Seebohm, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. 
v. p. 235 (1881). 

Turdus merula, Blanf: t. c. p. 157. 

No. 41. ¢, January 1887. Wing 5:05. 


_ 88. Erıtnacus nyRcaNUs, Blanf.: Seebohm, Cat. B. Brit. 
Mus. v. p. 301. 

Three specimens of the Eastern Robin obtained on Octo- 
ber 20th, and again in Noyember. The generally paler 
coloration and the decidedly rufous upper tail-coverts are 
the characteristics of this Eastern race, which, after all, is not 
very different from our own Robin. 


39. Genii CÆRULECULA (Pall.). 

Erithacus cæruleculus, Seebohm, Cat. B. Brit. Mus. Va 
p. 308. 

Nos. 7-9. Immature birds shot on the 12th and 13th of 
August. 


40. SAXICOLA @NANTHE (J..): Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 488. 
An adult and three young birds in freshly moulted plu- 
mage, August 19th and 24th. 
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41. Arcya nurtoni (Blyth) : Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 484. 
Thirteen eggs sent, of a glossy blue, taken i in June, Axis 
0°8-0°85, diam. 0°65. 


42. Pycnonotus LEUCOTIS (Gould): Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, 
p. 483. 

Five eggs of the usual Bulbul type, pinkish or pinkish 
white, thickly spotted with reddish brown, with underlying 
grey markings. 


43. MUSCICAPA GRISOLA, L.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 480. 
3 ad. Fao, Sept. 10th, 1886. 


44. MUSCICAPA ATRICAPILLA (L.): Sharpe, Cat. B. Brit. 
Mus. iv. p. 157. 

3 ad. Fao, Jan. 1887. 

8g juv. Fao, Aug. 29th, 1886. 

The specimens seem to me to be absolutely identical with 
European examples. Mr. Palmer’s Bushire example agrees 
with the description of M. semitorquata of Homeyer (Zeitschr. 
ges. Orn. ii. p. 185, Taf. x.), but this again seems to me to be 
only an old M. atricapilla. 


45. Urura Erors, L.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 498. 
No. 30. Young bird, Aug. 30th. 


46. CAPRIMULGUS ÆGYPTIUS, Licht.: Shelley, B. Egypt, 


p. 175. 
Two female birds, Aug. 26th. 


47. CYPSELUS PALLIDUS, Shelley: Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, 


p. 487. 
Three eggs. Axis 0°95-1:0, diam. 0'6. 


48. CORACIAS GARRULA, L. : Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 488. 
No. 29. Male, Aug. 26th. 
An interesting specimen in full moult. 


49. ALCEDO Ispipa, L. 
Alcedo bengalensis, Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 483. 


la p" 
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An adult and young male of the smaller race (4. bengalen- 
sis, auct.), shot on the 29th and 30th of August. 


50. CERYLE RUDIS (L.): Sharpe, Monogr. Alced. p. 61, 
pl. 19. 

A pair shot in January. 

Count Salvadori (Ann. Mus. Civic. Genov. (2) iv. p. 585, 
1886) has argued for the separation of the Indian Black- 
and-White Kingfisher (Ceryle varia, Strickl.) from the African 
form (the true C. rudis). I have recently gone over the large 
series in the British Museum, and I have come to the con- 
clusion that there really are two recognizable races, The 
African bird, which is now shown to extend as far eastward 
as Fao, has the base of the tail spotted or barred with black. 


51. TURTUR camBAYENsis (Gm.): Blanf. t. c. p. 270. 
An adult bird; January. 


52. TURTUR TURTUR (L.). 

Turtur auritus, Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 489. 

Mr. Cumming sends nine eggs. Axis 1°1-1:25, diam. 
0°85-0°9. 


_ 53. PTEROCLES ARENARIUS (Pall.): Oates, ed. Hume’s 
Nests & Eggs Ind. B. iii. p. 361. 

Mr. Cumming sends an egg of this species of the charac- 
teristic shape and colour, the ground-colour being stony buff, 
spotted all over with brown or olive-brown, with underlying 
fainter markings of purplish grey. Axis 1:95, diam. 1°25. 


54. Francotinus VULGARIS (Steph.): Oates, ed. Hume’s 
Nests & Eggs Ind. B. iii. p. 428 (1890). 

Twenty-two eggs sent by Mr. Cumming show four types 
of colour : plain olive, dark olive, bluish olive, and dark stone- 
colour. Axis 1°6—2:0, diam. 1°2-1°35. 


55. COTURNIX COTURNIX (L.) : Sharpe, t. c. p. 489. 
A female (weight 44 oz.), shot on the 14th of September. 


56. Crex crex, L.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 490. 
No. 28. Adult female, October 16th. 
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57. ARDEA CINEREA, L.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 490; 
Oates, ed. Hume’s Nests & Eggs Ind. B. iii. p. 233. 

No. 24. An immature male, shot on the 2nd of September. 
© No, 48. Adult, January. 

One egg sent. Axis 2'4, diam. 1°75. 


_ 58. ARDEA PURPUREA, L.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 490; 
Oates, ed. Hume’s Nests & Eggs Ind. B. iii. p. 235. 

Three eggs forwarded by Mr. Cumming. Axis 2°2-2°3, 
diam. 1°65-1°7. 

59. Demiecretra asHa (Sykes): Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, 
p. 490. 
_ No. 21. Three young specimens, in white plumage, just 
beginning to turn grey. [Cf. Mr. Cumming’s remarks in 
‘The Ibis’ for 1886, p. 490. | 

Seven eggs sent by Mr. Cumming are greenish blue. Axis 
1°7-2°05, diam. 1:3-1°4. 

60. Busutcus ibis, Bp.: Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 491. 

Nos. 18, 20, 22. Three young birds procured in September. 


` 61. Ciconia NIGRA (L.): Blanf. Eastern Persia, ii. p. 297. 
No. 50. g imm., September 5th, 1886. Bill and legs 
green. 


62. — ALBA, Bechst.: Blanf. t. c. p. 297. 
Four eggs sent by Mr. Cumming; they are uniform 
creamy white. Axis 2:55-2:85, diam. 20-22 


63. PLATALEA MAJOR, T. & S.: Grant, Ibis, 1889, pp. 39- 
46. 

. Platalea leucorodia, Oates, ed. Hume’s Nests & Eggs Ind. 
BY iap 217. 

“No. 25. Shot at mouth of river at Fao, Sept. 6th. Seen 
in large flocks.” 

A young bird, which Mr. Ogilvie Grant has kindly identified 
for me. 

A large series of eggs has been sent with the present col- 
lection, and the enormous variation in size noticed by 
Mr. Hume. is very marked. Axis 2°1-3-0, diam. 1°65-1°8. 
Mr. Hume does not seem to have met with such a small egg 
as that mentioned above. l l 
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64. Isis MELANocEPHALA (Lath.); Oates, ed. Hume’s Nests 
& Eggs Ind. B. iii, p. 226. 
An immature male, October 25th. 


65. UipicnemMus ŒDICNEMUS (L.). 

CGidicnemus crepitans, Seebohm, Geogr. Distr. Charadriidee, 
p. 74. 

[g. Shot in the desert at the back of Fao, Sept. 29th. 
Two pairs only were seen. Bill black at tip, yellow at base ; 
iris bright yellow ; legs and toes yellow.] 


66. Dromas ARDEOLA, Payk.: Oates, ed. Hume’s Nests & 
Eggs Ind. B. iii. p. 827 (1890). 

Two adult and two immature birds, October. 

One egg, white, from Bushire. Axis 2'5, diam. 1°8. 

Two eggs from Fao. Axis 2°45, diam. 1'8. 


67. SQUATAROLA HELVETICA (L.): Blanf. t. c. p. 278. 
Charadrius helvetica, Secbohm, Geogr. Distr. Charadriidæ, 
p. 102 (1887). 


No. 32. Male with black breast, Sept. 2nd. 
A young bird, Oct. 18th. 
No. 31. An adult bird in winter plumage, Oct. 27th. 


68. ÆcaLrtis asiatica (Pall.): Blanf. t. c. p. 279. 
Charadrius asiaticus, Seeb. t. c. p. T44. 
An immature bird, August llth. 


69. ÆGIALITIS CANTIANA (Lath.): Blanf. t. c. p. 279. 
Charadrius cantianus, Seeb. t. c. p. 168. 
Nos. 11, 16, 22. Three young birds, August 12th, 22nd. 


70. ÆerarrrIs puBIA (Scop.) : Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 492. 
Aigialitis fluviatilis, Blanf. t. c. p. 279. 

Charadrius minor, Seeb. t. c. p. 130. 

Nos. 13, 14. Young birds, August 12th, 20th, Sept. 16th. 


71. ÆcraLrtIis GEOFFROYI (Wagl.). 

Charadrius geoffroyi, Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 492; Sceb. 
‘t. c. p. 146. 

Three specimens, August 19th, 20th, and 29th. 
SER. VI.—VOL. Ill. I 
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72. GLAREOLA PRATINCOLA (L.) : Sharpe, Ibis, 1886, p. 492. 
One specimen, immature, August 12th. 


73. HIMANTOPUS HIMANTOPUS (L.). 
Himantopus candidus, Blanf. t. c. p. 286. 
Himantopus melanopterus, Seeb. t. c. p. 277. 
A young bird, July. 


74. RECURVIROSTRA AVOCETTA (L.): Blanf. t. c. p. 286. 
Himantopus avocettu, eeb. t. c. p. 289. 
An adult bird, January. 


75. HÆMATOPUS OSTRALEGUS, L.: Blanf. t. c. p. 281. 
An immature male, shot on plain in front of Telegraph 
Buildings, Oct. 15th. 


76. Toranus ocmRorus (L.): Blanf. t.c. p. 285; Seeb. 
t. c. p. 368. 


Two specimens, Aug. 31st, Sept. 2nd. 


77. Toranus canescens (Gm.); Sharpe, Ibis, 1836, p. 492. 
Totanus glottis (L.): Secb. t. c. p. 355. 
[Shot at mouth of river Shat el Arab, Sept. 2nd.] 


78. Toranus cauipris (L.): Blanf. t. c. p. 285; Sharpe, 
Ibis, 1886, p. 492; Seeb. t.c. p. 353. 
Three immature birds, October. 


. 79. Toranus nypotevcus (L.): Seeb. t. c. p. 371. 
Tringoides hypoleucus, Blanf. t.c. p. 285. 
Two immature birds, Sept. 10th. 


80. TRINGA PLATYRHYNCHA, Temm.: Blanf. t. c. p. 284 ; 
Seeb. t. c. p. 433. 

No. 56. Eight specimens, August am September, the 
latter being in full winter plumage. The others are young 
birds, apparently in autumn plumage. 


81. TEREKIA CINEREA (Güld.) : Blanf. t. c. p. 283; Sharpe, 
Ibis, 1886, p. 492. 
Totanus terekius (Lath.) : Seeb. t. c. p. 369. 


Three specimens. Mouth of river at Fao, Aug. 30th, 
Sept. 6th, 


Mr. R. B. Sharpe on Birds.from Fao. 16 


82. Limosa Limosa (L.): Blanf. t. c. p. 283. 
Linosa melanura, Seeb. t. c. p. 390. 
Male, Oct. 25. Numerous. 


83. STREPSILAS INTERPRES (L.): Blanf. t. c. p. 281; Secb. 
t. c. p. 410. 

[An adult bird, June 18th. Shot at the mouth of the 
river. | 

84. GALLINAGO scoLopacina, Bp.: Blanf. t.c. p. 282. 

Scolopax gallinago, Seeb. t. c. p. 484. 

An adult bird, October 10th. 


85. Larus cenastes, Pall.: Dresser, B. Eur. viii. p. 389, 
pl. 601. fig. 2. a 

Adults and young. River Shat el Arab, August, Sep- 
tember, and October. 

Mr. Cumming sends six eggs of this species. Axis 20- 
2°35, diam. 1°55-1'7. These dimensions rather exceed those 
given by Mr. Hume (l s.c.). The eggs are most correctly ` 
described by the latter gentleman. 


86. Larus LEUCOPHÆUS, Licht.: Dresser, B. Eur. viii. 
p. 411, pl. 602. fig. 2. 
_ Larus argentatus, Blanf. t. c. p. 290. 

Shot at mouth of river Shat el Arab, September and 
October. 


87. Sterna MINUTA, L.: Blanf. t. c. p. 294; Dresser, B. 
Kur, viii. p. 279, pl. 582. 

Three adult birds shot on the 22nd of August, and one 
adult female procured on the 15th of September. 

Two eggs are sent, of the usual pale type. Axis 1:25-1:38, 
diam. 0°9. 


88. STERNA caspia, Pall.: Blanf. t. c. p. 293; Dresser, B. 
Eur. vii. p. 289, pl. 584. 
No. 66. An adult bird. te 
89. STERNA BERGII, Licht.: Oates, ed. Hume’s Nests & 
Eggs Ind. B. iip. 297. 
Six eggs. Axis 2°35-2°7, diam. 1°75-1°85. 
12 
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All these eggs are of different types, and correspond with 
the extreme variations noticed by Mr. Hume. 


90. Srerna anciica, Mont.: Dresser, B. Eur. viii. p. 295, 
pl. 585 ; Oates, ed. Hume’s Nests & Eggs Ind. B. i. p. 304. 

[Female. Shot whilst flying over fields at back of date- 
trees, August 27th. | 

Six eggs measure—axis 1°95-2°05, diam. 1°35-1'45. The 
eggs are well described by Mr. Hume (l. ¢.). 


91. Sterna HYBRIDA, Pall.: Blanf. t.c. p. 294. 

Hydrochelidon hybrida, Dresser, B. Eur. viii. p. 315, 
pls. 588, 589. 

A young bird in winter plumage, August 22nd. 

An adult in change of plumage, August 26th. 

An adult bird in change of plumage, shot at mouth of 
river at Fao, on the 9th of September. 

A young bird in winter plumage, September 14th. 


92. MERGUS SERRATOR, L.: Dresser, B. Eur. vi. p. 698, 
pl. 453. 

[Shot at Jask by Mr. A. J. V. Palmer. A large flock 
seen. | 


93. Darina acuta (L.) ; Blanf. t. c. p. 801. 
Male. [Shot on marsh at back of Telegraph Bungalow, 
October 19th. | 


94. MARECA PENELOPE (L.): Blanf. t. c. p. 301. 
Two adult males, October 25th. 


95. PELEcANus mitRatus, Licht.: Heugl. Orn. N.O.-Afr. 
iv. p. 1500; Sclater, P. Z. S. 1868, p. 266. 

Pelecanus minor, Shelley, B. Egypt, p. 294. 

Head of adult, 

Young, October 24th, 1886. 

Four eggs sent. Axis 3°4-3°9, diam. 2°1-2-4. 


